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THE ROLLE CANAL & NORTHERN DEVON WATERWAYS SOCIETY 

Chair’s report to AGM 2015 

RHS Rosemoor Sunday 12th April 

 

The long term objectives of the RC&NDWS, declared at its inauguration in 2003, are 

  To research the history of Lord Rolle’s Canal 

 To raise public awareness of the canal and promote interest in its existence 

 To protect its course and its man-made features 

 To investigate and restore where possible its fabric 

 To inform and educate the public of its purpose, function and impact on the local social and 

economic environment 

 It is my opinion that these objectives have already been attained and with a huge measure of 

success.  Our society continues to support and show considerable interest in what the committee 

offers in the way of guided walks, talks and newsletters, and membership holds steady.  Equally, 

members of the general public turn up in ever increasing numbers to participate in our open 

events and many compliments are received from them.  

Working in collaboration with North Devon Biosphere, Clinton Devon Estates, RHS Rosemoor 

and the IWA has enabled our society to provide a wealth of information to members of the 

general public about Lord Rolle’s Canal and to attain access to sections of the canal that are 

normally kept private. 

The viewing platform, permissive footpath and the interpretation boards are being used 

extensively, providing a clear understanding of the waterway, its route, function and the 

enormous benefits it brought to the local population and its economy.  Today these additions to 

the Tarka Trail, brought about largely through the efforts of our volunteers, continue to add value 

for money through a massive increase in footfall and cycle usage along the course of the trail 

and with subsequent ‘knock-on’ effects to present day economy.  

Raising the profile and public awareness of Lord Rolle’s Canal has not come easily but has been 

brought about as a result of a great deal of hard work by a relatively small number of people who 

have been prepared to give up their time as well as a very large amount of hard work, which is 

both mentally and physically demanding. 

Over the past year more than 138 hours of volunteer work has been dedicated to the wheel pit 

and inclined plane alone.  Making the remains of the top of the inclined plane and wheel pit area 

an attractive and understandable feature that draws the attention of users of the Tarka Trail to 

this once extraordinary piece of engineering has largely been completed and this, and the 

permissive footpath, is proving very popular to visitors and locals alike. 

Keeping a record of the number of hours given over to voluntary work is not only interesting but 

is also a means of raising funds since these hours can be used as ‘work in kind’ towards 

matched funding.  Heritage Lottery funds, for tasks completed over the past year, have been fully 

utilised. Proposed future restorative work will most likely also require grant funding and then 

these records will once again prove to be very valuable! 
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Whilst wheel pits, permissive footpaths and other sections of the canal are now open to the 

public, the work of restoring and maintaining them is still far from over.  Keeping areas free from 

invasive weeds, as every gardener knows, is a full-time occupation. Already brambles, nettles 

and small saplings are re-establishing themselves along the permissive footpath and will soon 

require drastic action to clear them. A campaign to raise more volunteers is likely to be instigated 

in the very near future to tackle this problem and other proposed work. 

Apart from general maintenance, further restorative work is planned, located here at RHS 

Rosemoor.   Discussions are underway between your committee and the administrative staff of 

Rosemoor to initially undertake some invasive weed and sapling clearance from the head of the 

canal, adjacent to the lime kilns, within Rosemoor Gardens.  This is another exciting project and 

could a precursor to the next leap forward in the re-emergence of Lord Rolle’s Canal and will 

certainly keep us busy until at least the next AGM. 

The amount of effort put in by each member of the committee is almost beyond measure.  Their 

dedication, determination and pure doggedness in striving to achieve what at times has been 

seen as something of a pipe-dream is laudable.  To say, “Thank you,” is barely adequate. 

Fortunately they don’t do it for thanks or praise but for the great deal of satisfaction it gives them 

in helping preserve a little of our industrial heritage, as well as keeping our society alive and well. 

Adrian Wills   April 2015. 

 

Rolle Canal & Northern Devon Waterways Society  

Committee for 2015—2016 

     

   Adrian Wills — Chair 

   Anthony Barnes — Treasurer 

   Chris’ Jewell — Rep’ to the Inland Waterways Association 

   Chris Hassall – Guided walks leader / publicity Officer 

   Mike Harper — Publicity & Webpage manager 

   Mike Chambers — Guided walks leader 

   Norman Richards —Archives Officer 

   Hilary Wills — Membership Secretary 

   Margaret Shambrook — Minutes Secretary 

 

Contact details for any of the above Officers can be found  

on the back page of this newsletter. 
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS   

Many of you have already realised that membership renewal for 2105/16 is due and have 

made the appropriate remittance.  Well done to those people. 

The Membership Secretary has asked me to pass on our thanks for those members who have 

paid up for this year and to remind those of you who haven’t, to please do so as soon as possible. 

Unfortunately I forgot to insert renewal forms in the last issue of this newsletter for which I 

apologise but they are included this time! 
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Mariners and ships in Australian Waters 

SEDWELL JANE 

OF ADELAIDE, WILLIAM TULLOCH, MASTER, BURTHEN 188 TONS 

FROM THE PORT OF NOUMEA TO SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES, 27TH 

MARCH 1890 

 Surname   Given Name  Station   Age Of what nation Status  Comments 

 TULLOCH  WILLIAM  MASTER      CREW 

 BRUCE   JOHN A.  MATE   25 SURREY  CREW 

 STENBECK  E.A.   A.B.   23 SWEDEN  CREW 

 MEUERS  G.   COOK & STEWARD 45 LONDON  CREW 

 PATESON   JOHN   A.B.   29 INVERNESS  CREW 

 BERG   H.   BOATSWAIN  33 NORWAY  CREW 

 SANDERSON  I.   A.B.   22 ORKNEY  CREW 

 ANDERSSAN  T.   A.B.   20 SWEDEN  CREW 

 LANWEHR  CHARLES  A.B.   23 GERMANY  CREW  

THE FATE OF THE SEDWELL JANE 

 

Earlier articles produced in RC&NDWS newsletters, written by Mike Guegan, provide great detail 

about the vessels built at Lord Rolle’s shipyard at Sea Lock, particularly the Sedwell Jane.  I 

recently came across these further references to her.  

The following reports and newspaper articles, stolen from the Internet, throw an interesting light 

on the last days of this, the largest vessel built at Sea Lock, and her last skipper! 

The list of crew members, as recorded in 1890, show a wide range of nations of origin.  It would 

be interesting to compare this list with that of when the Sedwell Jane made her maiden voyage. 

Curiously, the only references I have been able to find so far, to William Tulloch is that he was 

reported in The Adelaide Advertiser, March 11th, 1892, as being ‘a rash skipper’ and 

subsequently fined for transporting a cargo of sheep along with an unofficial number of people 

and, insufficient life safety equipment for the same, when in charge of the British registered 

schooner, ‘Woollomia’. 

This, of course, may not be the same man who was the master of the Sedwell Jane.  Perhaps 

readers of this article can clear up this matter.  I would be pleased to receive any comments. 

 

The following article was published in The Argus (Melbourne, Victoria) on Wednesday October 4th, 1893 
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"SEDWELL JANE."  

 

REPORT of a Court of Inquiry held to investigate the circumstances attending the loss of the 

barquentine "SEDWELL JANE," of Adelaide, South Australia, 188 tons, at Algoa Bay, Port Elizabeth, 

on October 2nd, 1893, under instructions from the Honourable the Colonial Secretary, before the 

Resident Magistrate of Port Elizabeth, with the Harbour Master of Port Elizabeth as Nautical 

Assessor.  

 

We do not find that any blame attaches to the master or officers of the "Sedwell Jane," but that, on the 

contrary, everything was done by them to save the vessel. We find also that there was an exceptionally 

heavy wind, increasing at times to hurricane force, and we only desire to point out that the vessel was 

insufficiently found in anchors and cables.  

 

Vessels coming to an open roadstead in the present south-east season should undoubtedly be prepared 

with a spare anchor and a sufficient warp.  

 

(Signed)  

 

G. C. BAYNE,  

 

Resident Magistrate.  

C. H. YOUNG,  

Nautical Assessor.  

4th October 1893  

 

Board of Trade Wreck Report for Sedwell Jane -1893  

WRECK OF THE SEDWELL JANE 

No Lives lost. 

Adelaide, Tuesday 

Messrs. Darling and Son have received a cable message announcing the total wreck of their 

barquentine Sewell Jane, off the coast of South Africa.  She was a vessel of 188 tons register 

and was commanded by Captain Tulloch.  All the crew were saved.  She was loaded with 

flour on account of the Adelaide Shipping Company, and arrived safely at Algoa Bay, where 

all but 30tons of cargo was discharged.  She was at anchor in the open roadstead when she 

dragged anchors and was stranded, becoming a total wreck 
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Long-standing members of the RC&NDWS, who have been receiving newsletters for some time, 

will be fully aware that I have a collection of ‘big boys toys’ at Sea Lock which is ever-increasing.  

The logic for acquiring these toys, namely large crawler cranes, is that I require the means to 

dredge significant amounts of silt as well as lift and move heavy things, over a considerable time 

scale.  Hiring modern machines is obviously expensive, frequently requiring the hiring of an 

operator as well as the machine itself.  The cost is increased significantly simply in delivering and 

retrieving contracted machines before any work is undertaken, and for the bigger machines 

suitable for my purposes, this can be in the region of £500 each way! 

Buying my own machines and having them permanently available seemed a lot more sense.  

Although my machines are some antiquated, they are reliable, hard-working and apart from all 

that, they’re good fun to operate.  

I presently have (and this is plenty enough!) 2 crawler cranes.  One is a 22Ruston Bucyrus and 

the other is a Priestman Cub.  Both were rigged for dragline duties when I first got them but have 

since been converted for lifting purposes. I’ll get on to definition of terms a bit later. 

Ironically, the 22RB, the bigger of the two, was originally sited near the foot of the Caen Hill flight 

at Devizes.  This machine was being used for clearing wide ditches and water courses.  It is 

ideally suited to working in situations where flooding is an issue and yet British Waterways 

BEFUDDLED, BEMUSED & BEWILDERED 

A little book of Senior Moments 

My sister and my brother-in-law kindly (I think!) gave my a little book for Christmas last year with this title.  

It is very funny.  Unfortunately it seems to have a considerable bearing on the content of this article. 

Priestman Cub 



 10 

recently sold it and many other similar machines.  The flooding of the Somerset Levels and all the 

problems subsequently incurred springs to mind!  

Anyway, politics aside, crawler cranes, such as mine were the precursor of the modern tractor in 

that they produced tremendous power that could be applied to a variety of tasks – dragline, 

craning, clamshell, skimming and pile driving to mention a few.  Each of the different applications 

requires different reeving and different front-end tools. 

REEVING means how the ROPES are connected from the engine and gearbox to the front end 

tools. The ROPES are actually steel hawsers of differing lengths, diameters and LAYS according 

to the task for which they are being applied.  LAYS means how the individual steel-wire strands 

making up the rope are wound together.  Consider how many different ways in which string, wool 

or hair can be plaited.  Some ropes are plaited around a steel core but may also be wound 

around a hemp core, soaked in oil.  Either way they need to be regularly re-coated with oil to 

prevent them from rusting, fraying and loosing their integrity. 

To operate these machines requires knowledge of a whole gamut of terms.  This situation is not 

helped since some operations and some implements have various names.  For instance, the 

long, trellis-like arm that is normally associated with cranes, may be called the DERRICK, the 

BOOM or even, the STICK!  Raising or lowering it may be referred to as DERRICKING or 

LUFFING.  I could go on and bore you to death with other peculiarities of the heavy plant world 

(Why do they call it PLANT?) but I’ll move on to the point of this long and rambling diatribe. 

I decided that it would be of great benefit to acquire a clamshell bucket for the Priestman since 

being much smaller than the 22RB, at a mere 8 tons, and having wide, low pressure tracks, it can 

access sections of the canal that the big boy (28 tons) can’t, and a small clamshell-grab bucket 

would enable me to dredge close into the wall which a drag bucket can’t. 

Priestman Cub 
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After considerable searching I managed to locate a suitable bucket at Delden CSE Ltd, near 

Nottingham.  This company took over from both Ruston and Priestman, and can provide cranes 

for every occasion and every situation across the world.  Following a measure of haggling over 

the price of the bucket I finally bought it.  I was hoping that the company may have just given it to 

me to get rid of especially as it was redundant, battered and lying discarded amongst a huge pile 

of other ancient kit.  

I finally got the bucket home, cleaned it up, removed the cut-off ropes that had jammed the 

sheaves (SHEAVES – pulley wheels), greased and oiled all the appropriate lubrication points, 

and reeved it to the Cub.  After a while of attempting to raise and lower the bucket and trying to 

get the rusted jaws to open and close on demand, I eventually managed to coax some movement 

out of them.  Before too long they were opening and closing sweetly but, and there always has to 

be a ‘but’, I realised that I had insufficient length of holding and closing ropes to actually use it 

down inside the canal basin. (HOLDING rope raises and lowers the bucket; CLOSING rope 

opens and closes the jaws of the bucket. 

The Operators Manual for the Priestman Cub that I have provides detailed information on all 

ropes, diameters and lays for every operation but (again!) not necessarily the length since this 

varies according to where the machine is being used.  Whilst I had a fair idea of what I required I 

wanted to make sure before I spent even more money on buying lengths of ropes which may 

have proved to be too long or equally too short.   

I got in contact with a gentleman working for Certex, a company which makes ropes for all lifting 

purposes.  He confirmed that the lay and diameter of ropes I required was what I thought but was 

unable to help with length since he had no experience of reeving cranes.  He very kindly got in 

touch with another person on my behalf, passing on the information I gave him which is as 

follows: 

Good afternoon David, 

Further to our telephone conversation this morning I wonder if you could tell me precisely what I need for 

my Priestman Cub and grab?  I appreciate that you are probably not supposed to give such advice but I am 

sure that you know a lot more about these things than I do and I need all the help I can get. 

The 3 part boom on my Cub is 32 feet long, at present reeved for crane work but originally for dragline so 

the head is twin sheaved. 

The clamshell grab bucket is 6 feet between the top three sheaves and the bottom three when the grab is 

fully open.  The grab is labelled ‘Priestman’ but I do not know which model it is.  I only acquired it a few 

days ago from Deldens, who also didn’t know.  It does bear the Patent No. 570932 which probably is of no 

use what-so-ever! 

The computerized Wylie system on my 22RB tells me that the Priestman grab weighs 0.6tons.I need ropes 

which will allow me to excavate silt from a maximum depth of 12 feet below ground level. 

I have a B & A Tagline attached to the boom but not roped up, which, plus other bits and pieces, I acquired 

from a drainage contractor who initially used Cubs before progressing (?) to hydraulically powered 

machines.  I would appreciate information on roping and tensioning said beast.  The makers label is so 

badly scratched as to be illegible although I can decipher Model No. 1 and Unit No. 6581 which similarly, I 

guess, is fairly useless information.  Needless to say, I have no instruction manual for it. 
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I can provide digital images of any/all of my toys, should they be of help to your deliberations. 

 Looking forward to your reply, 

 Regards,  Adrian Wills 

(B & A Tagline — a spring-loaded device which connects a short rope to the bucket to prevent it from 

spinning when raised or lowered.  Steel ropes attempt to unwind themselves when under load vertically) 

Sometime later I received the following email from the gentleman to whom David had forwarded 

my initial enquiry: 

Hi Adrian was talking to david bout pendant ropes and he forwarded your email bout reeving your cub for 

clam duties been a long time 30/35 years since i reeved navies for clam and never priestmans was either 

nck,s smiths or rb,s but we reeved them the same and they worked use your hoist as your holding and put 

full layer on drum plus two extra wraps use drag for clam and put full layer on so in effect you have two 

less on your drag drum put 3 wraps of the drag on your tag winder to start add more wraps to increse 

tension less to reduce we always strarted with 3/4 different drivers different tensions drop your boom to 

half hight tension your hoist reeve your clam in the open position add the depth of your dig to the lenght 

of your drag rope add the same to your hoist rope add yourself maybe half your dig depth on both ropes 

to try it before you cut and tye of either rope should be near enough to start with you can play around 

with it to suit your style etc etc hope this help regards pete  

So, there we have it — Problem solved! 

 

It’s a measure of the sad person I am becoming in that I actually understand quite a lot of Pete’s 

advice.  Unfortunately the original enquiry about length of rope is still not answered.   

Back to the drawing board!      AW  

The Priestman Cub, in its old livery (it’s recently been painted), rigged for 

dragline and still searching for that elusive pot of gold 
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Above left & right :  

A small selection of second-hand crane bits and pieces at Delden CSE’s depot near Nottingham  

Above:  Just a few of the more modern ‘toys’ at Delden CSE‘s  depot. 
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Tarka is alive and well but still in hiding.   

Otter footprints in the mud of the upper chamber at Sea Lock, April 2015   

 

Rolle Canal History Walk this Sunday, May 17th 2015 

 

The Rolle Canal Society's first history walk of the 2015 season takes place this Sunday afternoon 
and focuses attention on the site of the Inclined Plane at Ridd which is just across the River 
Torridge from Weare Giffard. 

The Inclined Plane was built in about 1825 to enable the tub boats that used the canal to be 
raised 43 feet up the valley side to the upper level of the canal which then continued without a 
break to Torrington and the lime kilns at Rowes Moor (now Rosemoor). Although destroyed by 
the building of the railway in 1872, a few remnants remain which enable visitors to visualise the 
lay-out of the original structure, while some work carried out last year has improved the access to, 
and interpretation of, the site. 

By special permission of the Environment Agency, this year's walk will follow the canal route 
across the riverside meadows to the lower basin of the canal at the foot of the incline. (If there 
has been recent rain, waterproof boots are recommended). Here new information boards have 
been erected through the lottery-funded “Life's Journey” Project to describe the flood prevention 
and habitat enhancement works on the marsh meadows, together with the story of the canal, the 
tub-boats, and the goods they carried in the 19

th
 century.  
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A new pathway now leads up to the Tarka Trail, enabling the walk to include the upper canal 
basin and the remains of the wheelpit which housed the water wheel to power the boat hauling 
machinery. We then return via the Tarka Trail to the starting point at Annery Kiln.  

As a bonus for plant lovers, scrub clearance over recent years has improved conditions for the 
early purple orchids and twayblades that are now flowering in and around the empty canal 
basin, while yellow archangel is a noteworthy flower along the sides of the Trail. 

The walk, on Sunday 17th May, starts at 2:30pm from Annery Kiln, by Halfpenny Bridge over 
the Torridge, three miles south of Bideford, and although little more than a mile in distance will 
probably take a couple of hours as there is so much to see and describe. All are welcome and it 
is organised by the Rolle Canal & Northern Devon Waterways Society who will appreciate a 
donation of £2 to help with their ongoing volunteering work on the canal and its associated 
walkways. If further information is required, phone Chris on 01237 425357 or preferably email 
<hassallc@ymail.com>. 

Sunday June 14th   RC&NDWS Guided walk.     Contact Chris as above. 

BEAM WHARF and FURZEBEAM PERMISSIVE FOOTPATH 

Meeting at the Puffing Billy, Torrington,  at 2.30pm. 

mailto:hassallc@ymail.com
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