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CHAIl RMANOS REPORT:

The appalling weather experienced across the
year and into this has brought a wet and muddy
of Lord Rollebs Canal

Al t hough many people continue to unofficially
Furzebeam Hill, connecting Torrington Commons w

urface of the towpath is exceedingly muddy and
uspended. Wor k at Sea Lock has also ground (s

esembles something more of a battle field than
esume as soon as the weather permits and once
aithfultsoraercmdd ed 0

- = = o 0

Well, here we are at the beginning of not jus
auspiciOllRS)Iﬂer Camal & Northern Delvhoins Vgaotcei rew ayy sh e
[ exi stence for a decade!

Happy 10th Anniversary
RC&NDWS!

This is also the year when r society will b
partnership with the ND Blosphere and Clinton D
gener al public the permissive footpath along th

Since its inauguration in 2003 the RC&NDWS ha
awareness of the canal and generated a huge amo
Those people serving on the committee, past and
what has been achieved during the |l ast 10 years
hard working committee which is wel/l supported

Pl ease be MBWMBERSHIaR SUBSCRI PTI ONS forY@o018aasa
your completed form, al ong owlheh Rao Iclhee qQiaen ama d& N
Waterways tSocikeéeydddress supplied, pay in perso

I f you wish. Prompt payment i s greatly appreci
The RC&NDWS committee, not cont ampt ptl@ansi tft oo n Z
i nvestigate the structure of the inclined plane
Hassall and Greg Smith have been involved in so
Society at the foot of the plane and near the R
I

research are |ikely to
O0Ti me Teamdb kind of way.

ead to the requirement

The cont i-maiiendg wefl lour soci ety iIis dependent on
help i n any way, then please get in contact wit
particular i f you wish to help on the permissiyv

hel ping run the society then get yourself nomin
(address on the form) no | ater than March 31st,



To be a committee member no particular skills
undertaken, only a keen interest in promoting L
necessary.

Notice of AGM-is as foll ows:
Sunday'Aptsitiar t4.n30 agm
The Roll e Canal & Northern Dev
A. G. M. 2013
R. H. S. Rosemoor Gardens Lectu
TorringGgxXaéh ,8PH
Foll owing the AGM there wil/l b €
The Restoration of the Wil t:
presented by
PETER WILLI AMS

Il am really |l ooking forward to Mr Williamsd p
i n canal restoration work but also, thanks to R
sponsored scaffolders course on the W. & B. at W
Wat erways recovery Camp at Sea Lock in which
|l ock chamber. At the time of the scalbhdioldilhgclk
wasnodt connected to a canal on either end so
joining the dotsbo. I ncidentally this | ock c¢chamb
wi de. |l jokingly made some rather disparaging
merely a scratch in the ground. When | showed
they actually agreed!

There is no entry fee for this event and in h
refreshments wil/ be avail abl e. Al | are welcom
Once again the RQq, = %go;j‘c".?;éh.cesrm"",:’s TR G
grateful to R.hte. §  Swperen sSODINGTON €4, 709, oLECHUADE

363\, s ‘Mm"w ABINGDON,
Rosemdomr not only o  “o = L2 |
avail able the spl|. R hoeg ser —
the Lecture Room}| 3 suvenn,_Amd N SROVE.S
= UFFINGTON -
all owing those at i “3 PPHTAGE
meeting free accs > eASSer, :m ca“a‘
afterwards as wel ¢ ey Summk Le Bef"s
not an opportunltIPPENHAM : ’\‘5
Adrian Wil & W' e L) C a
a8 CALNE Wt —K v = NEWBUR
lk:‘ / Cotor a n d Summit Level HUNGERF(;RDMVA. ? V
bt ool MELKSHAM o:.':lk ‘) ‘:r;, Okl.‘n»llon Beam Engines i hoﬁ?, Ve
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nall & Northern Devon W
r members of the public to ex
has been heavily involved in
tence and purpose of this wat
able discussion and thed thro
rpretation/information boards
tly wild. be erected in promin
s and the old railway station
The company commi ssioned t
uction of the finished articl
s different aspects of the Ta
can be easily identified and
ctive and informative &6édpunctu
found?
g the Tar-ka Trail from the ra
by the new viewing platform a
rd Rolleds Canal as well as p
ed via a new footpath | eading
Heapberdi anhdonhi wi bdard provid
and how dramatically more re
| andscape.
ed at the foot of the incline
and why it was such a monume
rt of rur al Devon.
ed at the top of the inclined
nabl bd tabsed and | owered fro

ed on the new permissive foot
horses towing boats could <ch
be detached and reattached fr

the first board if you are we

boards situated along the pe
What happens to the water

e i's noflmewnBasfrgquenckly kéeeop

Grand Western Canal

i me no information board has
ignificant oversight. Howeve
initial six are completed and

boards has been very carefull
tbrya csttiowe atna mgpken dp adsmer 4 ooki n

p



intended toi onddéerpiddbddsr of information that wil
t hem.

These boards are not intended to give a full ex

using the Trail to think about the environment
and, maybe, to want to find out more!

Report by Adri an

‘A GATEWAY FOR CHANGE

the tide lock that linked

LE
CANAL Lord Rolle’s Canal, sometimes called The Torrington Canal,
to Torridge.
RN
3 asawmill and a large wharf.

THE The iver has been embanked here for overa
ROLLE L
CANAL operating. The man-made banks prevented the tides

from flooding the felds and, ike the Rolle Canal
ttself, made agricultural Improvement possible.

most ottty he Rl Carsl s erersDeven
WatarwaysSocety.the oy of thecanalhes ot been
frgotien eremains e testmony 1o

Salof ot LordRoleand the Wt Coy enginees.

st e
anspecies Thaumberof
Vgt crasig wih equents ghings of seluck.
sandppers svpe apwng mdcuron

for the horses that towed the canal's tub boats. It

FISHINA FELD was close to Annery and Ridd lime kilns, a ship yard
and the North Devon Pottery in an industrial hub

served by the canal.

A FEAT OF ENGINEERING

¥

inthe canal’s upper basinat the topof the
Inclined plane.

e cinedisns ke et ftwaza
oranengineering desec o b e
aopertsing 40fee fappr 1 2maes) rom

HE The bridge infront of you once carrled the
ROLLE driveway to Beam House, the residence of Denys
ANAL Rolle. What you see now Is the resault of careful
restoration carried out In 2000 by Lord Clinton,

famlly.

frommetossepuereonr, THE SAVINGWATER, SIMPLY
s on ecrots ROLLE Takea look at the canal walls In front of you.
et

by s orses on s CANAL Doyou see how narrow the canal Is and the small
- ‘thewall?

;TR

Fetruay 27t persora cstto oL
Rolaof butiean £40000and £45000.That j
sl tomerethanynilontadey.




WEARE GI FFORD SHITPHBRJIA@MURNEGI PHASE

Mi chael Gaeganues his fascinating investigatior
the site of Ld®ela Rbddlkds Canal

After the compl etClaarmofi8d4Be sbhpboetding at S

be another 19 years before the next vessel, the
about what happened in the ybarbdpngcedlpgnésdte
of | and,way laruchcah sawpit, the initial expenditur
1861 William Tardrew had died, an acrimonious ¢
Braginton, in 1855 ably défoftl bef€annanl Bandyt Hegh

page 70/ 71 gives details of the proceedings, de
the fact that George Braginton continued to man

Messrs Frederick Holwill and Hubert Henry Pigeo
Great Torrington. Again according to Barry Hugh
he was declared bankrupt. This was the same yea
The Roll e Canal Company. Whether Braginton, Ho |
business | do not know, but when shares of the

company during 1875 all three purchased some.

On Oct o'BleBr751000 shAk ieneerien stoHal and the names o
provide food for thought. Four shares were acqu
(would this be the same George Braginton as pre
Vicary (perhaps the son of George Vicary after

Georgianna Merril|l Braginton (the name Merril/
Alice Jane Braginton (after whom the schooner w
were | ater sold to Frederick Holwill. The above
Company, at the time she was | ost.
ALI CE

The North Devon Jour'dladl6 1d a tsetda t Feesb rtunaarty tlhde Ro |
|l aunched a vessel at Monkl eigh for the foreign
arch of the bridge. This must have been a sl igh

coursAlibo&dad a beam of 19.6 feet and a depth of
Sedwel lofJd8&9 had equivalent dimensions of 20.0

The buil &déiwaesf Wihlel i am Waters, the son of the
Waters whooés yard -whae Wat et edAf tae¢r Eagueezing t hi
taken, probably to his fatAhewsases 6&.rad fteoetbel crognp
mast schooner and carried a female bust figureh
owners were, as stated above, George Braginton
and Hubert Pigeon with the remaining 21. Sh%® wa
1861 number 13. FourBéasr heratoevmeos hApr iwlas8 tr an
Company. She was reregidDbeembeat 1Bb8ehavidngnb@b

feet making her now 94.6 feet | ong and increasi
with a third mast although she retained her sch
because BetWwkrdhend t hAspaweme both | isted on off]

schooners, although they were using the moddrirmce



may have carried the same r

I g However, in the
will enlarge on details of sh

ip rigs in a futur

When the North Devon Journal reported her | au
foreign trade and whilst | have never bothered
that she still travelled far from home. Her Bi d
6wrecked at Monte Video, 1B796handamkoyedronHAu
reported in the | ocal papers, but Lloyds List r
British 3 mAlsit¢asl,cehnocoinaert o Buenos Ayres, that had
abandoned on the British Bank, had been taken o

The yearly Board of Trade wr é%B70 et hafresBirkefoartd,
Valencia to Buenos Ayres with gé&ngtHBanhke airng ot hhea dF
Pl ate and that all six crew had been saved.

JOHN BLACKWELL
The Bideford GaZzlB86e okcdadsathelin aBhadkwdl It

fol BOWws |l aunch took place I ast Thursday morning
schooner rigged and was built b@Gebdrg&aBepagmnigtusain
to be fitted out at Mr Cox06s yard. Another vess

Three details stand out from this article. Fi
Bl ackwell ? Second, was the statement that she w
this time situated at Bank End, where the Counc
the 300 ton vessel that was to be |l aid down O6i m

the Lloyds building surveySerdemedriwask athaa isde ed owhne na s



show i f she was | aid down and abandoned for sev

wi shful thinking that took many years to come t

The new vessel was completed and entereftdasn t
the 65 ton PolabnaBkab%hmebewas shorteAl iwetHh fadadt
di mensions in proporti Ar.iectéeeptownleats kelrwe lals n d
Pigeon had 227l i i#akewiob whe transferred to the o
Company in April 1865, but sadly she did not | a
(Greece) on rIﬂle806e5mberAt23present I have no more 1in

As for il lustrati dmsh,n IBlkickmediWas wonofthehposs
Basil Greenhil]l and the other owned by the | ate
shown above. The picture below is a fascinatin
Gall ery in Bi deford. It is a view of Bideford
coming downstream is a small vessel, ( JnommusBl a sl

as the painting is certainly of t BgMiccohrareel c tG upeegra

—— gy
: —
>

2o AWAARRRAMRSNCLBUBEITL
. .{;,;,Lv“. - , -
' m

-5

Photograph of the painting, cojurtesy of

Editordlshimotpeaii nting is of particular interest b
shows such as the coal shute fr om-ptohne rRidd & fearrdy
the ri-vereammdbel ow Bideford Long Bridge, and t h

Neither the name of the artist nor the date the
portrayed indicating the painting was created b

¢
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ARCHAEOLOGI CAlY ®DBGRBEAM CANAL BASI N
A rep&€ht ilsy Hassall

Most readers wil/|l have visited the roving bri
our regular guided wal ks and | ooked down at the
al ways assumed that there would have been a can
destined for the big house, particularly as it

T N o £

Vi-ew- “friom”thie /garapet .o
towards “t hefagueduct

VL,C.HassaL

As part of the ALiIife's Journeyo project that
from the North Devon Archaeol ogical Society, a
AEarth Resistivity Surveyo. This is a method fr
to disclose any evidence of the canal bed and a
ground. The resistivity meter measures the el ec
with the aid of a computer programme appropriat
and colour coded onto a site plan. Areas of | ow
resi stance indicates the presence of rock, maso

Three strips of ground were surveyed, chosen
di fferent points between the bridge and the rai
boundary fence was extra |l ong to ensure that it
we expected it to be.

The resultant coloured plan shows the three s
shaded from blue to violet while the drier ston
conclusive, probably due to very wet surface co
di sturbed since the closure of the canal, but w
concluded that the bed of the canal ran straigh
have been a patdhermred hteowsi de that has subsequen
stonework robbed for use el sewhere.
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Due to the | ack of continuous outlines of any
workers to carry out any hand dug excavations a
continue the Furzebeawmepewamrdsi ¥eomathenobovhng
in the form @fatdor al 9eadsidewa shallow ditch to
keep the path drained. This wil!/ then connect t
of the cutting.

VI LLAIN TAKEKN TO TAS
The foll owing article was found in the North Devon Recor

The Bideford Gazette 21st June 1870
County Petty Sessions
STEALING WOOD
Rhuben Delve, a shipwright was charged with stealing a plank of timber from Sea
Lock, near Weare Giffard on the 18th: ult, (18th May) the property of the Rolle Canal Co.
P.C. Arnold said he was on duty at Landcross on the day alluded to, when he saw the
prisoner carrying the wood towards his home. He asked how he came with it in his

possession and he replied that he had taken it from Sea Lock, Mr Leanard having given
him to do so, which on enquiry was found to be false.

Mr Leanard, foreman of the company, living at Sea Lock, identified the wood and

denied that he had ever given the prisoner or anybody else permission to take it away.
He was sentenced to ten days hard labour.



SEEI NG RED!

There is stildl considerable debate as to the re
suffered from some unseasonable and particul ar/|
whol e of our country, most of it in the form of
this swollen our rivers and canal softfo skewermst itrog b
changing. Certainly the River Torridge has turn
Of fice Red hteetssnaelvesnt i nctly di fctheorcerd tatfer dm oiwtns wrh
Red soils are common across the south of Devon

the northern side of Dartmoor where the soil i s

Landscapes with alluvial, dllowl aridk& semi |
Shallow chal k& lldwnersitolie soils

Medi um t et wmwed i s&i

Light te&hugkdrsokl

Light textured soil indtiigh miaskfall or uj
Clay rich,jhhghvyiskils

Peaty soils Bhighlandkareas

Maps above showing the major rivers of Devon |(I

and how they areofffected by runp
Foll owing the heavy rain falls recently, the En
to people |iving in close proximity to the Rive
seen in the pictures bel ow.

The pictures above taken from Half Penny Bridge
this year. The |l eft hand picture is |l ooking n
The right hand picture is | ooking inland]| an




